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On Sept. 3, Juan Andrango, president of the United Workers Front (Frente Unitario de TrabajadoresFUT), called on citizens to participate in a civil disobedience campaign in response to the new
government's economic austerity program. Luis Villacis, head of the Frente Popular, called for "a
belligerent popular opposition." Guido Molina, representing 320,000 public employees, said civil
servants were willing to participate with private sector labor unions and citizens organizations to
oppose government plans. President Sixto Duran Ballen, installed Aug. 10, was scheduled to deliver
a speech on the content of the austerity program on Sept. 3. Finance Minister Mario Ribadeneira
said the policy package includes a substantial currency devaluation, price hikes especially on fuels
and electricity , higher interest rates, and full or partial privatization of 167 state-run enterprises.
According to Ribadeneira, the government plans to cut the public deficit and reduce consumer price
level inflation to 10% per year. The deficit is estimated at US$700 million, equal to 6% of GDP. The
consumer price index rose 3.05% in August, and the annual rate is projected at 60%. The current
national unemployment rate is 12%, and underemployment, nearly 50%. (Source: Agence FrancePresse, 09/01/92)
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